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Birthday Celebration  
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(L. to R.) William Holdipp, CAAO Assistant Executive 
Director - Dr. Ellen Burts-Cooper, Senior Managing 
Partner of Improve Consulting and Training - Jarvis 
Bills, Youth Trainer of Improve Consulting and 
Training - Connie Atkins, CAAO Executive Director 
Emeritus 

As it was meant to be, the well -attended 

program recognized the talent and 

tenacity of our young people, and the 

progress made during three months of 

intense learning of subject matter, and 

learning social skills and teamwork.  The 

very capable Staff and Volunteers of 

CAAOõs Youth Innovation Program are to 

be credited along with the interest and 

support of parents.   

As I pulled into the 

Parking Lot at Improve 

Consulting nearly 

twenty -five minutes 

before the scheduled 

start of the Youth 

Innovations Awards 

Program, I couldnõt help but notice in a 3rd 

floor window, interaction between what I 

thought might be a father and young son.  

Even from the great distance, looking 

through my car windshield and a building 

window (and hindered by misty weather), it 

was clear that these two were having big 

fun.  Something urged me to make a noble 

attempt to photograph the action.   

 

It turns out that the dynamic duo were 

actually watching for arrivals and making 

certain when they exited the elevator on 

the 3rd floor, they would be greeted and 

directed to the festivities.  It also turns out 

that the young boy was a hit later during 

the Keynote Speech, as he responded in 

good fashion to the inspiration flowing from 

the microphone.  If was a clear indication 

that Dadõs time and effort with his young 

son was creating one of tomorrowõs leaders.   
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Most everyone appeared to be òfired upó before the program began, and if by 

chance there was one who was not, Keynote Speaker Bob Ivory changed all that.  His 

m essage ,  power fu l , 

relevant, engaging as just 

what was needed to 

acknowledge, inspire and 

c h a l l e n g e  a l l  i n 

attendance.   Bob is no 

stranger to the challenges 

and potential of young 

people.  He is the 

Program Director for 

Students of Promise USA.  

 

You would have to have 

been there to feel the 

impact this program left 

u p o n  t h o s e  i n 

attendance.  It was a 

great program by CAAO, 

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e 

excellence in our youth; 

sharing a story that 

needed to be told.   

 

I believe òOur storyó  will 

reflect reality only to the 

extent we are willing to 

participate in it, write it, 

share it, support it and 

promote it.  I believe that 

stories of this type are 

among those that in the 

words of Gil Scott Heron 

'"WILL NOT BE TELEVISED."  I 

c h a l l e n g e  t h e 

mainstream News Media 

to prove me wrong.   For additional information, contact  CAAO at www.caao.net .  

Visit Bob Ivory at www.studentsofpromiseusa.org .  
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CAAOõS Youth 

Innovation 

Program Awards 

Above Left: William Holdipp and CAAO Manager of Operations. Above 
Right: Break Time and the dynamic young man mentioned in the 1st 
paragraph works the crowd as he goes to encourage his siblings before the Awards 
Ceremony.  Below: Awardees. Staff, and Volunteers behind Connie Atkins, 
CAAO Executive Director Emeritus. 

 

Left:  Jarvis Bills, Youth 
Trainer of Improve 
Consulting and Training 
ñLights The Fireò 
 
Right: Speaker Bob 
Ivory ñBrings It Homeò 
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